
New Times 

Fr. Bill Lugger has been your pastor for 22 years and has served this parish for a total of 24. He 
has a wonderful heart for service and healing, a great liturgical presence with the accompanying 
gifts to match, and a passion to speak the Gospel to the times and culture around him. Fr. Bill is 
my priest brother and friend and together we will honor his gift of self to our parish. 

It is important to remember that Priests do not replace each other, we follow one another. The 
love you have for Fr. Bill will always be there and will not be in conflict with any loves you 
currently have or loves yet to come. Love grows new parts of our hearts. Love does not replace 
other loves, it grows new love. Over time, our hearts increase if we are willing to let our love 
increase. Let your love and consequently your ache for Fr. Bill be there. It is not a threat or a 
challenge to your new priests. It actually helps our hearts to see you love other priests and to 
hear the good things that they have done in your lives. Love is good. Over time we will all grow 
new love, but for now it will be a little hard. 

One of the difficulties about having two parishes is that everyone feels unsatisfied. Each parish 
wants the priest for a little more time. The priest wants to give each parish a little more time. 
None of us has everything that we want. I invite us all to be generous with our hearts. The Lord 
is our one shepherd and He is infinite. Let us cast our cares and aches on Him. 

Fr. Lugger's retirement also means other changes for everyone. In term of Mass schedules, as 
you have seen St. Casimir is dropping down to two weekday Masses, one on Wednesday and one 
on Thursday. Fr. David Hudgins will be covering Wednesday and I will be celebrating Mass 
here on Thursday. (The Cathedral is dropping its morning Masses on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday.) The weekend schedule at both parishes will remain the same. On the first weekend 
of the month, I will be here and on the other weekends Fr. David Hudgins will be the celebrant. 
In terms of physical presence in the office, I plan to be at St. Casimir on Tuesday afternoons and 
Thursday mornings and at other times as is needed for meetings or other events. We will see 
how that works out. 

Fr. Hudgins and I together will be covering the sacramental ministry at both St. Mary and St. 
Casimir. Fr. David will remain full time at the Tribunal as the Judicial Vicar for the diocese. 
Both of us will be in residence at St. Mary. 

In the coming year the Diocese is going to be going through another round of discerning and 
evaluating how best to align our resources to mission. Like the last time every parish will be 
asked to participate. Most likely that will happen after the first of the year, though no hard dates 
are set and the committee is just beginning its meetings. God is good and we will see what 
unfolds and what everything will end up looking like. I do not have the bigger picture, which is 
why I don't want to make any big or unnecessary changes. Either way we will do this together 
and celebrate everything God is doing in our midst. 

You are in my prayers. Fr. Karl Pung 




