
A note from Fr. David Hudgins: 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the strength ofmy life; Of whom shall I be afraid? ~Psalm 27:1 

Following a great priest like Fr. Bill can be a scary thought for the next guy, but we put our faith 
and trust in Jesus. Let us also give thanks to God for all the selfless service Fr. Bill has given to the 
people of St. Casimir. He continues to be a blessing and a great example of a good shepherd. 
Although I have celebrated a few Masses here at St. Casimir, some of you might be wondering, 
who is this guy helping Fr. Karl? 

Allow me to tell you a little bit about myself. I am the oldest of three children. My brother Jim is a 
priest serving as pastor of St. Jude Church in Fredericksburg, Virginia. My sister Nancy lives in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. Her two children, Curtis and Lucy, are the joy of her husband and my 
mom. My mother Peggy is a retired librarian living with my stepfather just outside Washington DC. 

My father died in 1974; he was an eye surgeon whose medical practice took my family to Billings, 
Montana where I grew up. Later we moved to northern Virginia to be closer to my mother's family. 
After twelve years of Catholic school, I completed my bachelor's at the College of William and 
Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. 

Immediately after college, I went to the seminary to study philosophy in Boston. After 2 years of 
study, I decided to discern my vocation outside the seminary, so I worked for a few years in 
Washington DC. After completing a Masters in Social Work at the University of Michigan, I spent 
time as a substance abuse counselor and later as a child and family therapist at Catholic Social 
Services in Adrian, Michigan. After a few years of work and prayer away from the seminary it 
became clear the God was calling me to the priesthood. My experience with the fine priests and 
great people in Michigan led me to reenter the seminary for the Diocese of Lansing. After four 
years at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, I was ordained a priest June 9, 2001. 

My first assignment was the same as Fr. Karl's. I was Parochial Vicar at St. Thomas Aquinas in 
East Lansing for three great years. In East Lansing this Wolverine learned to "Bleed Green." 

For the next ten years I was pastor at St. Joseph in Adrian, the last four of those I was also pastor of 
a second parish, St. Joseph Shrine in the Irish Hills (not far from the Michigan Internatio11al 
Speedway). For the next three years I was away studying Canon Law 1 full-time in order to serve in 
at the Diocese, mostly in the Tribunal. I have a full-time job at the Diocese ("Le DSA, c 'est moil"). 
I'm the only priest full-time in the Curial offices. For the past two years I've been helping at St. 
Martha in Okemos on the weekends. 

I'm happy to help Fr. Karl in any way l can and I'm greatly looking forward to getting to know all 
of you! 

1 Canon Law in the Catholic Church is the oldest functioning legal system in the Western world. As a body of rights and
obligations, Canon Law exists to create a measure of"order" in the Church, which allows the growth, and development 
of faith, hope and love, along with all the other Christian virtues. 




